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Erie County Ricentennial

Two hundred years ago, on April 2, 1821, Erie County was created from what had been the very
large county of Niagara. By the census of 1820, the population of the whole of Niagara County
was 23,313, of which 15,668 were in the present county of Erie. These numbers were consid-
ered sufficient to justify a division.

The celebration of Erie County’s Bicentennial will last for a full year—April 2, 2021 to April 2,
2022. A whole year is needed to honor and reflect on our County and the area’s history. The
expanded window of time also offers a higher chance for in-person activities and foundations for
on-going legacy projects.

The County Planning Committee has been meeting for more than two years and has come up
with themes such as Arts & Culture, Agriculture, Industry, Education and Enjoy Winter for each
month of the celebration year. Programming is being planned with the understanding of the cur-
rent pandemic restrictions and guidelines established by New York Forward and the Erie County
Department of Health. From self-guided tours to virtual programs, there will be opportunities for
all to participate in the programs and activities.

Christopher Gust and | have been working with Clarence, Lancaster, Newstead and Elma His-
torical Societies on a passport program that will encourage Erie County residents to visit the
historical societies and museums in the county from now until the end of the year. There are
many interesting stories to be learned and enjoyed.

With “Shining a Light on the History of Erie County” as our theme, a suggestion | made, you will
use your passport to guide you to the historical societies from the Tonawandas to Concord
where you will search for a numbered lantern among the displays and have your passport
stamped to verify your visit.

“Happy 200th Birthday Erie County”
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Follow Erie County Kicentenmial on the Web

On April 2, 1821, New York State officially recognized Erie County. The Alden Historical
Society will be participating in Erie County’s bicentennial programming throughout the
course of the next 12 months. See our new web site at www.aldenhistoricalsociety.org,
our Facebook page and the Alden Advertiser for information on upcoming bicentennial-
themed events.

= EC200 =

ERIE COUNTY BICENTENNIAL Erie County has launched several web and social media pages of its own for news on
educational resources, community activities, and countywide initiatives that inform, in-
spire, and entertain during the bicentennial celebration. The web site dedicated to the
bicentennial can be found at www.erie.gov/ec200. Facebook members can check out
www.facebook.com/eriecounty200. A Twitter page at www.twitter.com/ErieCounty200
and an Instagram page at www.instagram.com/eriecounty200 have also been established. Be sure to have a look and stay informed
during what is promising to be an event-filled year. Christopher Gust

Ammual Dues are Payable by April 1

We value your membership in our Historical Society, and we would like to thank you for
your continued support. Your dues help to continue our mission of preserving Alden’s rich
history. Please remit your dues promptly. If you have already renewed, THANK YOU!

If you have a new address or phone number, please notify us so we may keep our

membership roster current. Thank you.

Curator’s Corner

A few weeks ago, a package arrived at the Heritage Center. It contained an extremely
cute football jersey from Alden Junior Football. Steve Mankowski sent it to us. The pack-
age contained a letter from him that told of his early involvement with the Historical Soci-
ety courtesy of Henrietta Henskee. At
one time, he was our youngest member.
Henrietta also was responsible for get-
ting him to work at the Genesee County
museum in 1981. It was there that he
learned the art of blacksmithing from Jeff
Gulenvilla. Steve says that 40 years |
later, he is still at that craft. He spent 30
years as a blacksmith at Colonial Wil-
liamsburg and is presently working with
the archeologists at Historic Jamestown Island. He also blacksmiths at Preserva-
tion Virginia. Steve has his own forge called Pine Tree Forge.

| understand that Steve returned to Alden some time ago to give a presentation on blacksmithing to the Society.

Steve ends his letter by thanking the Alden Historical Society for “giving him the spark back in 1976 to pursue his life in teaching his-
tory.” For anyone interested, he is a member of Facebook. 9 Kris Rogers
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Message from the President

Hope Springs Eternal. As | write this column, the sun is shining and while it is still cold outside, a few crocus
flowers are starting to poke out of the ground. Spring is only a few days away and with it, a feeling of re-
newal. We are in the midst of emerging from this terrible pandemic and a feeling of hope is spreading with it.
A return to some semblance of normalcy may not be too far away. We plan on welcoming visitors again to
the Alden Heritage Center in mid-April and plans are also being made to offer programs to the public some-
time in the months to come, both positive steps forward.

| have been working with Alden Historian, Karen Muchow, with a group representing the historical societies
of Clarence, Lancaster, Alden, Newstead and Elma on a passport program that ties into this year’s Erie
County Bicentennial celebration. The passport, designed to encourage people to visit all the town historical societies/museums
throughout the county, is detailed in Karen'’s feature column in this issue of the Gazette. It has been a pleasure to work with this won-
derful group during the past year. | sense that the spirit of collaboration will continue with our new friends well into the future.

We are extremely grateful to everyone who made contributions to our “no bake” fund appeal in December. The response was be-
yond what we hoped for and a testament to our terrific membership and the Alden community. We pledge that the funds received will
be put to good use, not only for our monthly expenses, but for future projects to further tell the story of the history of Alden and its
people.

A call goes out once again to our membership for volunteer docents at the Heritage Center. If you are interested in helping, please

reach out to us. Thank you for your continued interest and support. Stay safe, stay healthy and get vaccinated. We hope to see you
soon. Christopher Gust

Alden Heritage Center to Reopen April 18

= \ N — After extending the annual winter closure of the Alden Heritage Center through
March while we continue to organize and inventory our collection, we are happy to
announce that we are planning to reopen our doors to visitors on Sunday, April 18.
All safety protocols will be followed for the health and safety of our volunteer do-
cents and visitors. Please see our Facebook page, web site at
www.aldenhistoricalsociety.org and the Alden Advertiser for updates. We look
forward to sharing again our collection and displays that tell the story of the people
and places that make Alden, New York the community it is today.

Christopher Gust

Will You Help?

The Historical Society is looking for members who may be inter-
ested in assisting as volunteer docents when our building is open on
the 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month and during special events. If you
can help, please contact one of our Trustees, call 937-3700 or email
aldenhistsoc@gmail.com. Training is available for new docents.

Thank you!
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Dear Century Home Owner

If you are the proud owner of a house built 100 or more years ago, it qualifies
as one of Alden’s Century Homes. The Historical Society’s mission is to
protect, present and promote the history of the Town and Village of Alden
and its people. By archiving photographs, histories, memories and unique
features/stories of our treasured Century Homes, we continue to fulfill that
mission. We are pleased that your home has earned the distinction and right
to proudly be referred to as an Alden Century Home. In preparation for the
Town of Alden’s 200 year anniversary in 2023, we are mailing out 100 appli-
cations to different sections of the town for the next four years.

Please consider taking a moment to complete a Century House Application,
listing as much information as possible.

It is free of charge, and is done to preserve our history in a reference book which is housed at the Alden Heritage Center.

Please contact Sue Galbraith at mustangcov@aol.com for information and an application. Century house signs are available for $47.
Sue Galbraith

Business Member Spotlight—Keserve Gas Company

Occupying the site of the former New York Glass Works on Railroad Street in
the village is the Reserve Gas Company, Inc. The company was formed in
1937 by the Alden Aurora Gas Company, Inc. with the expressed intent for it to
be the marketing arm for the gas they drilled and produced. Reserve Gas is a
regulated New York State Public Utility with franchises to operate in the Towns
of Clarence, Darien, Lancaster, Newstead and the Town and Village of Alden.
Historically it has had the lowest rates in New York State with an average
savings of 45%. For more information see www.reservegascompany.com.

Karen Muchow & Kris Rogers

2 2.2.2.2.2.2.2.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.20.0.0.000200.02808200082880820080828828888882808088882808808.820808.08.08.8.4
: We have many items to purchase, including throws with photos of Alden buildings; books, including Reflections of Alden and 150 4
: Objects and Photos of the Village of Alden; Neelands milk bottles; Alden Central School Yearbooks; 50t anniversary mugs and :
: other items. Items may be purchased on our website, www.aldenhistoricalsociety.org. :
2 2.0.0.2.2.2.2.0.0.0.20.2.2.8.20.0.2.2.0.2.2.0.2.2.8.2.2.20.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.20.0.0.0.2.8.2.2.2.0.2.8.2.0.0.8.8.8.2.2.0.2.0.8.8.2.0.2.0.8.8.¢

Condolences

Marjorie A. Pohl March 14, 1918 - February 09, 2021

At the age of 102. Beloved wife of the late Alvin Pohl; dear mother of Sharon (Manny) Wolcott and Roger
(Kathleen) Pohl; loving grandmother of Wade, Leanne, Lana, Bill and Tim; also survived by 10 great-
grandchildren; sister of the late Wilma Hunt.

Laura Airey December 21, 1924 - March 04, 2021

Laura Olsen Airey was born to Dorothy and Rolf Olsen. Laura’s husband Robert, preceded her death She is sur-
vived by her children, Ralph Airey and Catherine (Thomas) lacona. She was blessed with 3 grandchildren: Mi-
chael lacona (Nika), Brian lacona (Zoé) and Ryan Airey of Alden and 4 great grandchildren: Ella, Henry, Matteo
and Mira.
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Jndividual Renewal

Marlyn Casell
Helen Creighton
Catherine Cyrulik
Sheila Metzger
Audrey Senecal
Rhonda Wieder

Family Renewals

Vincent and Kerry O'Hara
Scott and Erin Redmond

April 2021

Couple Renewals

Douglas and Cornelia Cartwright
Francis and Judith Downhower
Larry and Donna Francis

Dick and Betty Kegler

Mike and Diane Kingswell

Carl and Ann Matthies

Matthew and Antoinette Shriver
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Donations in Lien of Dues

Clarke and Jane Burke
Elli DeFilippo

Donations

Marlyn Casell in memory of Robert Casell
Marlyn Casell in honor of Mark and Diane

Casell
Francis and Judith Downhower
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Your Donation
& Helping Make A Difference

Our no-bake bake sale fundraiser was held because of COVID-19
restrictions and you responded by giving generously. We missed the
yummy treats, but the successful fundraiser will provide us with the fund-
ing for upcoming programs and future events. We are so grateful for your
continued support!

Aldinger, Harriet

Becker, Richard & Marie
Borucki, Conrad & Carol
Burke, Clarke & Jane
Creighton, Helen

Crist, Randal & Debra
Cyrulik, Catherine
DeFilippo, Eloise

DeWitt, Michael & Susan
Fitcher, Ronald & Antoinette

Hoffman, Keith & Michelle

Judy Hotchkin  in memory of
Gordon & Eileen Weisbeck

O’Neill, Patrick & Judy
Overton, Stephen
Penfold, Richard & Karen

Kingswell, Michael & Diane
Kipfer, Joseph & Josephine
Kubiak, Daniel & Monica
Loehr, Laura

Matthies, Carl & Ann
Metzger, Sheila

Nebrich, Beverly

Roberts, Martha

Ruffo, Sandra

Schall, Donna

Skowron, Paul

Vincent, Roberta

Werner, Paul & Mary Ellen
Wieder, Rhonda
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Visit our Website

www.aldenhistoricalsociety.org

Welcome  AboutUsv  Eventsv

Alden

é Historical Socicty

Established 1965

JoinUs  Newsletter Gifts ContactUs Help Us



Nostalgia
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And with all our progress, don't you just
wish, just once, you could slip back
in time and savor the slower pace, and
share it with the children of today

It took 3 minutes for the TV to warm up When a 57 Chevy was everyone's dream
car...to cruise, peel out, lay rubber
or watch submarine races, and people
went steady

When heing sent to the principal's office
was nothing compared to the fate that
awaited the student at home

Washington
P&, Quarter
No one ever asked where the car keys
were because they were always in the
car, in the ignition, and the doors were

never locked

Basically we were in fear for our lives,
but it wasn't because of drive-by
shootings, drugs, gangs, etc. Our par-
ents and grandparents were a much
bigger threat! But we survived because
their love was greater than the threat

You'd reach into a muddy gutter for a Lying on your back in the grass with
your friends and saying things like, <9
'That cloud looks like a...' -

’).ME . . ...as well as summers filled with bike
You got your windshield cleaned, oil  Playing baseball with no adults to help rides, Hula Hoops, and visits to the

checked, and gas pumped, without kids with the rules of the game pool, and eating Kool-Aid powder with
asking, all for free, every time. And you sugar
didn't pay for air. Plus, you got
trading stamps

s | e

Didn't that feel good, just to go back
and say, 'Yeah, | remember that'?

Stuff from the store came without safety A smile - is a sign of joy
; R caps and hermetic seals because A hug - is a sign of love
Laundry detergent had free glasses, no one had yet tried to poison a perfect A laugh - is a sign of happiness
dishes or towels hidden inside the box stranger
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Alden Heritage Center

The Alden Historical Society’s many exhibits are located in the village at the Alden Heritage Center, 13213 Broadway, across from Alden State
Bank. The mission of the historical society is to preserve, promote and present the history of Alden and its people.

HOURS:

The Alden Heritage Center is open to the public from 1 PM to 3 PM the first and third Sunday of each month, EXCEPT during January and
February. Tours for individuals and groups may be arranged by calling 937-3700 or 392-4295.

MEETINGS:

Program meetings are generally held at the Alden Community Center on the second Thursday of the month at 7 PM. Notices will be published in
the Alden Advertiser in advance of the program. Open to the public, these programs are both informative and interesting, often featuring a guest
speaker. You are very welcome to come and share your memories and experiences about the evening’s program, followed by an informal social
complete with homemade refreshments. In the event of inclement weather, we will postpone when Alden school activities are closed.

Trustee meetings are held at the Alden Heritage Center at 7 PM. Meetings are held the first Thursday of the month in February, April, June,
August, October and December. Trustee meetings are open to the membership.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

New members are always welcome. Your support will assure that the Alden Historical Society will continue to grow and
prosper for years to come.
Please note: The membership year is April 1 through March 31, with the annual renewal due by April 1.

WE APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT!

ANNUAL DUES
Single $12.00 BEBITED. . i i s i s S T B A S R S A A e B

Couple $20.00 PRI .ot it imntnimmsenihs iAo M e R R S S N R e A ARy
Family WSO @3 cuhsesncis il s i R R R R R R PR e

Business $50.00 PO B G i oo i i EREIL i sin saisio mmiies sl R S R R S RS S S R RS R e SR e
Please include your
Business card

Please make checks payable to Alden Historical Society
Mail to:
Lynda Tucker, Membership Secretary
Alden Historical Society
13213 Broadway
Alden, NY 14004
DONATIONS AND MEMORIALS ARE GRATEFULLY ACCEPTED

NOTE: Donations are not tax deductible

Membership—Lynda Tucker, Clarke Burke, Susanne Galbraith, Building and Grounds—Larry Kocher, Conrad Borucki,
Jennifer Strong Christopher Gust

Collections—Jane Burke, Sandy Dussault, Kyle Kavanagh, Larry Kocher, Fundraising—Jane and Clarke Burke, Gilbert Dussault

Karen Muchow, Renée Nelson, Kris Rogers Nominating—Jane Burke, Elouise DeFilippo, Sue Galbraith

Publicity/Newsletter—Lynda Tucker - Editor, Clarke Burke, Elli DeFilippo,  Audit—Lynda Tucker, Carl Matthies
Gilbert Dussault, Susanne Galbraith, Christopher Gust, Carl Matthies, Renée

Budget—Clarke Burke, Christopher Gust, Larry Kocher,
Nelson

. Historical Marker/Signs—Christopher Gust, Clarke Burke,
Program/Refreshments— Conrad and Carol Borucki, Sandy Dussault

’ e Gilbert Dussault, Larry Kocher, Karen Muchow, Jennifer Strong
Elli DeFilippo

Members are welcome to serve on any of the committees. Contact us at 937-3700 or at aldenhistsoc@gmail.com.

Century Homes
Although we accept information on any century house, we are now n Flnd us on:

focusing on the 100+ yr old houses located in the town. If you are facebOOk
®

interested, please email us at: AldenHistSoc@gmail.com. We have

Century House signs for sale for $47. Sue Galbraith
7
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Alden Pharmacy
& Gift Gallery

Member FDIC
() ]den ‘

Serving the Community for over 100 Years

LOCAL 716.937.9818
TOLL FREE  1.877.384.4762
FAX 716.937.4073

Brooks D. Bowman
President

AldenPharmacy@AldenRX.com
www.AldenPharmacy.com

Elwood .-
Alden, NY 14004

ph (716) 837-9196

- - = Jor ans fax (716) 937-9552
bbowman@elwoodjordans.com
www.aldenstate.com A G £ N __C Y ww elwoodjordans. com

13203 Broadway
Alden, NY 14004

13500 Broadway LAaw OFFICES OF
Alden MICHAEL W. COLE, pLLC
New York 14004 NEILL & STRONG
yichaeL\CN. C10|etL JENNIFER L. STRONG, ESQ.
= ttorney and Counselor at Law
716-937-6177 g NEILL & STRONG ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS P.C.
13349 Broadway Street
Alden, New York 14004 office 716.937.3353
(716) 937-9150 Jjlstrong@neillstrong.com
i wwv(é.a:genny.org Fax (716) 937-9580 13166 Main Street, Alden, NY 14004
email: secretary@aldenny.org mcole@michaelcolelaw.com www.neillstrong.com
www.facebook.com/aldenchamber
Thomas A. Steffan E] ESERVE GAS COMPANY, INC.

Serving the Community Since 1937

™ Attorney at Law
Coo&( ffan, Attorneys p
\;}qu 13441 Railroad Streat, PO Box 207
1 Alden, NY 14004-0207
Phone: T16-937-0484
Fiao: T16-83T7-0488

13132 Main Street
Alden, NY 14004
Ph: (716) 937-9111
Fax: (716) 937-4508
Email: tsteffan@cookeandsteffan.com
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MISSION STATEMENT
The Alden Historical Society, founded in 1965, is a volunteer supported organization whose mission is to preserve,
promote, and present the history of the Town of Alden and its people.

_ B Chartered by the Board of Regents
[ aLpE New York State Education Department Brstatad A
{HISTORICAL| = Postage Paid
e Alden, NY 14004
Permit No. 6

Alden Historical oiety
13273 Broadway
Alden, NY 14004

Find us on Facebook.com/ AldenHistoricalSociety
w and on the web at www.aldenhistoricalsociety.org

We appreciate the support we receive from the Town of Alden.

Chank you.

www.alden.erie.gov



